
Brethren, 
It has been a busy time 
since my last message. At 
our regular meeting on 
March 17th, we welcomed 
Brother Sharva Hassamal 
into the craft. At that time 
we were also visited by our 
sister lodge Kilwinning 64 
from London, Ont. This 
continues tradition of mutu-
al visitation that dates back 
over almost 6 decades! 
The degree team per-
formed gracefully, and I 
thank them for their hard 
work. 
April will be filled with edu-
cation.  At our emergent 
meeting on April present a 
piece called An esoteric 
interpretation of the sym-
bols of the second degree. 
At our regular meeting on 
April 21st, Bro. Shaun Wil-
son from New Dominion 
Lodge No. 205, has gra-
ciously offered to do an 
educational piece called 
"Make a Good Man Better". 
It is a deeper look into the 
words in our ritual and their 
meaning.  
As well, a friendly reminder 
that we will be discussing 
and voting on the past 
master jewels decision that 
evening. 
The 2nd Brethren Wing 
Night is coming up on April 
14th at Wild Wings - 2067 
Dundas St W. It starts at 

7:30pm. This is open to all 
masons, family, and 
friends. Bring one (or two, 
or maybe even three) non-
perishable food items to be 
donated to the Parkdale 
Community Food Bank! 
Brethren from Kilwinning 
Lodge 565 and Toronto 
Antiquity Chapter 91 will 
sponsor the evening. Try 
the breaded Dusty Mucka-
roo! 
It has been brought to my 
attention that Victoria 
Lodge has been in the pos-
session of " The Shinning 
Shriner" for far too long. 
With the help of our mem-
bership, I think we should 
unburden them of it. Please 
join me on April 18th at 
Victoria lodge No. 474 Offi-
cial Visit in our Annette St 
temple. Dinner is at 
6:15pm. The lodge in our 
temple with the most num-
bers of members wins. I 
thank you for being in at-
tendance . 
As our visit to Pontiac 

draws closer, I'd like to in-
vite the longer standing 
members and Past Masters 
to share their experiences 
with our newer officers and 
members. Our newer mem-
bers should understand the 
history of this time-honored 
tradition and the amazing 
time we have. My goal is to 
get a minimum of 20 breth-
ren to join me that weekend 
in October (date TBD). 
Finally and with the great-
est solemnity, on March 
21st the Lodge said paid 
our final respects to R.W. 
Brother Charles H. M. Reid 
at his Masonic memorial 
service. 60 members of his 
family and over 250 Ma-
sons were in attendance to 
honour him. Our members 
were instrumental in main-
taining the dignity and de-
corum with distinction. We 
will miss you Charlie.  
  
Sincerely & Fraternally, 
W. Bro Philip K. Horrigan 
Worshipful Master 
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Three Great Events 
Our March Regular meeting encompassed three great 
events: the initiation of Sharva Hassamal; the annual 
visitation by Kilwinning Lodge 64 from London; and the 
presentation of a 50-year service pin for Brother Bill Da-
vidson.  

Sharva was introduced to us, and recommended, by our 
friend and Brother, MW Bro. Vipin Prithipaul, a Past 
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Grand Master and 
member of the 
Grand Lodge of 
Mauritius. He is 
also a member of 
the Grand Lodg-
es of Ireland, 
UGLE, Grand 
Loge Nationale 
Francaise, and 
India. Sharva has 
been visiting with us for many 
months and, as we have gotten to 
know him, we believe that he will be-
come a great Mason and a shining 
example in our Lodge. Welcome Broth-
er Hassamal, and we hope that you 
will enjoy your Masonic journey! 

This initiation also afforded the Lodge 
the first use of a Chamber of Reflec-
tion, which was put together largely 
through the efforts of Bro. Darrin Cur-
rell. The chamber adds a new dimen-
sion to the initiation experience. 

The 50-year Masonic  service pin for 
Bro. Bill Davidson was initially going to 
be presented to him at his home. How-
ever, there was a last-minute change 
of plan by Bro. Davidson, who elected 
to come in to Lodge for the presenta-

tion. After a 
short ceremo-
ny,  the pin and 
a laminated 
message 
signed by the 
Grand Master 
was presented 
to our long-
serving Broth-
er. 

There is a long-
standing tradi-
tion of recipro-
cal visitation between Kilwinning 565 
and Kilwinning 64 from London, Ontar-
io. We were pleased to, once again, 
receive our London Brethren 
(accompanied by some Brethren from 
Temple Lodge). We look forward to our 
visit to their Lodge in June. To cele-
brate St. Patrickôs day, our Worshipful 
Master provided a delicious Irish stew 
for dinner, enjoyed by all. It was a 
memorable evening!  

In Memoriam  

It was with deep sadness and regret that we learned of the passing of our wor-

thy Brother and friend, R. W. Bro. Charles H. M. Reid to the Grand Lodge Above 

on Sunday March 19, at the age of 80.  

Charlieôs great service to Masonry was reflected by the largest attendance 

at a Masonic funeral service that we have seen.  



 

 

 

The Master Mason Degree 

(continued) 

Plumb Rule, Level, and Setting Maul 

(continued) 

If we think about the allegory of the 

slaying of Hiram Abif, and the subse-

quent raising, as being the necessity 

of ñkillingò our current way of life in 

order to be ñre-bornò to a newer life, 

then we can think of the weapons as 

tools that we need to use in order to 

get to this state. The Plumb Rule is 

used to create rectitude or upright-

ness in our selves ï to create a giving, 

forgiving character, full of mercy. The 

Level develops constraint, rigor, and 

non-judgmental traits. Finally, the 

Heavy Setting Maul is the driving 

force (our will) required to finally quell 

our old bad characteristics. 

Cryptic Inscription 

Just below the working tools is an 

inscription written in a cryptic script. 

This inscription is written using the 

Freemason cipher (which also goes 

by other names such as the pigpen 

cipher, Napoleon cipher, and the tic-

tac-toe cipher). 

This is a simple substitution cypher. 

Each letter uses the lines encompass-

ing it.  

Looking at the grid below, the letter A 

is written as     .   

The sentence below shows other let-

ters: 

 

In this cipher, there are no codes for 

numbers, which are written as normal. 

On the Tracing board, however, the 

script is written, as with Egyptian Hier-

oglyphic, in reverse, and from right to 

left. This means that the cipher table 

should actually be as below. 

All characters are now a reverse im-

age of the original. This includes num-

bers. 

Looking now at the tracing board (see 

the diagram on the right), in the rec-

tangular plate, we see the first line:                                  

for BAH or HAB (reading 

backwards). This is an ab-

breviation of Hiram A Bif. 

On the next line we see              for LA 

or AL reversed. This is an 

abbreviation for Anno Lux, translated 

from Latin as The Year of Light. This 

is followed by the reversed number 

3000. This is, traditionally, the year of 

the death of Hiram Abif. 

The rectangular plate is bounded on 

each side by the characters:              

for CT or TC reversed. This rep-

resents the name used as the 

password in the Third Degree (Téé.n). 

Below the skull and cross-

bones are the characters               

for BM or MB reversed. This 

represents both of the words in the 

Third Degree (M...bé Mébé..). 
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